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When someone is in 
danger, the U.S. Coast Guard 

can use information from 
emergency beacons relayed by 

weather satellites. This system is 
called SARSAT (Search and 

Rescue Satellite Aided 
Tracking).
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1843:  
An alligator falls 
from the sky onto 
Anson Street during 
a thunderstorm in 
Charleston, SC.

Aphelion occurs 
today, when 
Earth‛s orbit takes 
it farthest from 
the sun.

Independence
Day

1913:
The temperature 
in Death Valley 
reaches 134ºF, 
setting the 
all-time record 
for hottest place 
on Earth.

1979:
U.S. record for 
the most rainfall 
in 24 hours, 43 
inches, in Alvin, 
Texas (from 
tropical storm 
Claudette.)

1965:
The launch of the 
TIROS-9 satellite, 
which later gave 
the first daily 
coverage of the 
entire 
sun-illuminated 
portion of Earth.

1943:  
Col. Joseph B.
Duckworth 
becomes the 
first pilot to 
deliberately fly 
into a hurricane.  

1983:  
Coldest 
temperature 
ever recorded 
on Earth, -129°F  
in Vostok, 
Antarctica.

2010: 
In Vivian, SD, 
new record for 
largest 
hailstone: 1.94 
pounds, 18.62 in. 
circumference.

1958: 
National 
Aeronautics and 
Space
Administration 
was founded to 
develop space 
technology.


